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OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF
'PHILEMON




Author, Date, Place of Writing

* Paul wrote this short letter probably at the same time as Colossians
A.D. 60 or 61) and sent it to Colosse with the same ‘ravelers,
Onesimus and Tychicus.

* He apparently Wmm poth letters from prison In Rome, though
possibly from Ephesus.

* Prior:

I'he letter to rme Colossians was sent through Tychicus, accompanied

py Onesimus. Ihe also had with them [euw for the Church in Ephesus

[Ephesians ) and Philemon. (Col 4:7; Phil 1:10-12).



Who is Philemon?
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https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Philem%201.19

Where are we?
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A slave named Onesimus had escaped from nhis owner, Philemon, and had
run away from Colossae to Rome In the hope that he Cou Ld cJ]f"m%er into
‘hat populous, urban er \/Jror ment. Or ce In Rome, Unesimus, either by
accident or by his own de gn came In contact with Paut, who prom gM/ ed
'he runaway slave to faith in Je:
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Paul had already been Uur ng to e J a letter to the Coloss
'he hand of lychicus. So '\J 60 or om a prison cell in r”)m%‘ Paul
wmr' a personat letter 'ED Piﬂj,deUJ’J and sent Onesimus the




Recipient, Background, and Purpose

)

> Paul wrote this letter to Philemon, a believer in Colosse who, along
With others, -/'/:J: a Slave owner.

Colossians 4:1 (NIV)

‘Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you
know that \ you also have a Master Iin heaven.

/ 5[2 Ves, U'OD/ your earthly masters with respect and fear, anc
Sincerity or heart, just as you would obey Christ.




Recipient, Background, and Purpose
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https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.18
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.16

Approach and Structure

* 1o win Phitemon’s wi lIJJ [efe{=Yo] £=] p[ef o] OrJ-JJJmlJJ, Paul writes \/~Jr/ frJf“ffl H/ and In a

ighthearted tone, which he creates withawordplay =~ .~ .~ 1/

The appeal =

leachers:
-to build rapport (vv. 4-10),
-to persuade the mind (vv.11-19) and
-to move the emotions (vv. 20-21).

/IS organized In a way prescribed by ancient Greek and Roman



https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.11
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.4-Phlm.1.21
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.4-Phlm.1.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.11-Phlm.1.19
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.20-Phlm.1.21
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.17

General Lessons From This Book

_ive long wJQ'JJ'rJ and you  will understand the difficulty of offering forgiveness
when you have been wronged. Jr does not come easy, yet as believers, we
nave to ‘e, dgnize that our ability and willingness to offer it are the result o
Christ's saving work on the cross.

Secause or that ract, forgiveness lermining factor in who we
2 ar how we h ope to } hen ‘/‘/9 do not forgive,
pitterness takes root In our hearts and chokes the vitality out of us.

n what ways has forgiveness been a struggle for you since you accepted
Ist’s forgiveness? Allow PEJLJI,’S letter to Philemon to encoure J%

—

Christ's
forgiveness in your own life, and trust Goad to foster renewed life | N your | '
and your relationships.



Outline

 Greetings =~
' Thanksgiving and Prayer

®)

» Paul’s Plea for Onesimus



https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.1-Phlm.1.3
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.4-Phlm.1.7
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.8-Phlm.1.21
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.22-Phlm.1.25

JOURNEYS OF FORGIVENESS

LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF PHILEMON




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

1) Team-work
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vMentor and mentee working to

about reconcitiation and the practice of

Philemon 1:1 (NIV)

ul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, ana limothy our brother
Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker.

L
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Lessons from the Book of Philemon

2) Forgiveness and Trust
-FForgiveness does not always mean trust.

HoweVver, It Is possible fDJUfJ /e and trust. As seen In the life and case of
Philemon and Onesimus

T

hilemon forgive Onesimus

-Paul’s goal was not just to have
K, lave but as someone useful

/0 accept him bac not as a s

H\




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

3) Accountability

Philemon 1:10 (NIV)

hat | appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while | was In

-

chalns.”

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)

I'herefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them In the name of the

*

-ather and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ana teaching them to obey everything |

have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the a
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Lessons from the Book of Philemon

4) Prayerful
Prayer was habitual for Paul. The principle of “when you pray” is also recorded in
Matthew 6:5-7 (NIV)

Philemon 1:4 (NLT)

| always thank my God when / pray for you, Philemon, - Empnasis mine

Philemon 1:4 (ESV)

| thank my God always when I remember you In my prayers, - £mphasis mine

y

Philemon 1:4 (KJV)

| thank my God, making mention of fhee always in my prayers, - Emphasis r



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

5) Praise and Rejoice with one another 777" o

Paul acknowledged the following about Ph } Philemon’s faith in the Lord Jesus '
J). Philemon’s love for all God's people l non was definitely 20l

loved others because Paul ackn Uv‘/l#rlgérl 'hat Philemon’s love has given him much joy anc
comfort. And Philemon’s kindness has often refreshed the hearts of God’s people '

Philemon 1:7 (NIV)

Your love has given me great /oy and encouragement, because you, br
refreshed the hearts of the

| ord’s people



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

6) Reconciliation

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus = /1 C1 000 e v GUA))

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 (NIV)

I'nerefore, It anyone Is In Christ, the new creation has come: Ine old has gone, the new
S here! A

L this Is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Ci

S Christ and gave us

g = L V L . L /
Ine m/npfr/ of reconciliation. that God was reconciling the worla t (
not counting peo

J
| 0 himselr In JH’JSE,
)le’s sins against them. And he has committed to Us the me
rawnr///s/fun We are therefore Christ's ambassado
appeal through us. We implore you on Chr?at’a pehalf: Be r
EMmphasis mine.
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Lessons from the Book of Philemon

Paul's Plea for Onesimus - Philemon 1:8-9

Iherefore, atthough in Christ / could be énddjndonﬁvyuuioda/ﬂwﬁ/auowjnfmuM7//f/rm~wff¢
f/rwrw/m/a// 0N the basis or love. It Is as none other than Paul—an old man and now also a pr " C
Christ Jesus. Empnasis mine

Paul did not allow his position as an apostle to have a negative influence on how he treated others.
Rather, fully conscious of his place, position and influence, he was very considerate on how he treated

people. He allowed himself to be guided by love - yet / prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love (vs
9a).

Philippians 2:3-5 (NIV)

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility vatue others above
/Uwf\/fa not looking to your 'D\//f Ir wf—ur;‘ but each ur /H | 10 the Interests of the others. In
relationships with one another, have the same mindset as | Jesus

/H% ol JC



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

pass the past. To see Onesimus no longer as

Paul encoura?es Philemon to see .

someone useless (unprofitable), but useful (profitable).
Philemon 1: 11 (NIV)

ess to you, but now he.has.become use/uiboth to you and

eles ,
l0 me. Emphasis Mine

Formerly he was us

Philemon 1:15-17 (NIV)
VEE] Sepa(atecl 'rom you for a little while was that you
ONQEl" das ad SidVve, DUL DeleEr lildll d S(dVe, dS

Pernaps the reason ne :
r[ugm’ nave mrlrﬁ DACK forever— no | | , \
dear brother. He Is very gear tg me but even dearer to you, both as a rellow nr

and as a brother in the Lord. So If you consider me a partner, welcome hir

you would welcome me. £mphasis Mine



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

9) Practice of Forgiveness

We are not told about Philemon’s response to Paul, however, we can arrive at a

1'!1

({>

reasoning that Paul's goal was to have Philemon forgive Onesimus for running away.

. .. 1 . -Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us

190
(>

asier to forgi\/e when you have Christ in you because you understand t
Significance of forgiveness. You understand the price He paid for your reconcilia

With the Father. You will be a better person If you live a lifestyle of forgiveness vers




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

10) Like minded companionship

- Paul refers to Philemon as ..my good friend and companion in this work (., /", ./
1:1a MSG).

When we refer to []kewu]mbd companionship, we simply mean keeping company.
with someone who has similar goals and interests as you.

-1his Is very obvious In Pat J[ S JFvaf ent.. my good friend and companion in this work
(Phllemonlia MSG) By implication, A/ were rorﬁrr er for a reason - they worked
logether ana In this case For KIngc Jom purposes

[ 'S responsibilities was to plant cht urr;-ﬂmi one of the churches f
was in Philemon’s house (..and to the church in your hou (Phnlemoanb( ‘




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

11) Trustworthy

-A trustworthy person Is a retiable person. It Is commonly said that trust is built or c

over time. Irust Is earned through a series of exchanges and occurrences of character traits

exnibited by a person. When we trust Goa, we are simply saying that In the absence of any
‘race of HiIm, when the occurrences around us do not seem to reflect Him, we ce nd and

Philemon 1:21 (NKJV)

Having confidence in your obeadlence, | write to you, knowing that you will do even more

ody.



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

12) Know your place

* Something very outstanding Is revealed to us In this epistle that should not go unnoticed. We are

faugnt to be knowledgeable about our place In the lives of the people we associate with. Paul related

With several people In this Epistle and | want us to see the progression ana differences of the

f"JE"| QHJHEUJ

- When Paul related with Timothy, he referred to him as my brother/our brother (- 10/ .7 4
- When Paul related with Philemon, he referred to him as a good friend and companion (fetlow

laborer/worker, co-worker {: |0 E )

- When Paul related with Onesimus, he referred to him as his spiritual child (., -



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

13) Back to Basics
~and to the church'in your house {3,111 608 e TEl))

/ / )

\We are reminded once again that house church Is not unusuat. I'nat I

)

t all started. And we must not rorget that "we are church.” Not
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Lessons from the Book of Philemon

14) Relationship is currency

f’if:l,,, ONship 1s indeed currency. It we obtain everyt
through mon fj/, then we are truly not living abundec

Bbeyond what money can buy, let’s build relationships to a
place were ae can gain anything in life without necessary
Spending a dime every time

- verse 18 and 19




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

15) Spiritual Indebtedness

-I'he book of Philemon shows how spiritually indebted we are to Christ.

- | did for Philemon and Onesimus what Jesus Christ has done for us.
- At this point Philemon was spiritually indebted to the Apostie Paul.

Onesimus” turn W]H definitely come my—w he will be required tc
some favor because of his relationship with Paul and the benefit
received from the Lord and Philemon, through Paul.

AN LL




THE OUTGIVERS MINISTRIES



https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-philemon/
https://insight.org/resources/bible/the-pauline-epistles/philemon

